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Your Worship and Councillors:

My name is Carl Ulrich. I live in Ward 5. I am speaking as a representative of GEA and of the Social Justice Committee of the Westwood Unitarian Congregation. My comments are directed at the issue of zoning as it relates to local food security.

My interest and commitment to local food is exemplified by the fact that my wife and I spent thirty years subsistence farming in the Edson area. We were able to raise 80% of our food in a climate that has 30 fewer frost free days than Edmonton. Climate need not be a negative factor in growing food in Edmonton.

In the Draft MDP, we applaud the many references to sustainability and the long term view the Draft takes in planning forward to the year 2040.

The Draft reminds us in the preface (on page 10) and I Quote:

The tendency of cities to eat up the world’s resources and habitat is unsustainable. Edmontonians know this and are demanding we act to address climate change and conserve and protect natural habitat in the city and the region. 

The Draft plan also states that an important element in a sustainable Edmonton is having a long term plan for Local Food Security. This is only briefly mentioned in Section 3.7.1 (page 28) where the stated objective is to: 

Ensure access to local food through a secure land supply. 

These statements contain the seeds that could lead to a sustainable food strategy. However, for these seeds to sprout and grow, specific actions to preserve existing agricultural land within the city must be taken. Provision must be made for a “Secure Land Supply”.

The Draft plan ignores this objective when it recommends that the land northwest of Manning Drive become Industrial Development and the land south of Manning Drive be designated a Growth Management Area. The land south of Manning Drive has a unique microclimate and contains some of the best soils in the province.

We recommend that this area and all other agricultural lands of the City should have a moratorium on development pending a full research study to map out a Regional Food Security Strategy and The Completion of a Regional Land Use Plan.

The development of a Food Strategy is not unrelated to other objectives that are covered in the Draft Plan. ie infilling housing in the older neighborhoods and limiting the endless expansion outward on the edges of the city. Limiting residential and industrial development on prime agricultural land will encourage more infilling.

For instance, at the present time, all of the open land on the edges of our city is fair game for industrial and residential development. To my knowledge, no zoning change from Agricultural (AG) to some sort of development has ever been turned down by the City. This encourages speculators to buy up these lands in the hopes …actually a near certainty based on past City Council practices ….of huge increases in price. This has a direct impact on increasing the cost of housing throughout the city. 

A new policy that recognizes the permanence of AG land, would discourage this destructive practice by those who bundle up these tracts of land. 

Any successful Local Food Security plan for Edmonton will clearly have to include cooperation from the other municipalities in the region. And this cooperation will more likely be forthcoming if Edmonton first sets the example.

In Conclusion, quoting from the Draft Plan in Section 2 on Managing Growth ( page 12): 

The Plan is a long term strategy and will require incremental decisions that support our commitment to saying “yes” to the things we want and need and “no” to the things that do not advance our City Vision and goals. 

The first incremental step in developing a local food security strategy would be for the City of Edmonton to suspend any rezoning of agricultural land until a regional and multigenerational food security analysis is completed as outlined in the Greater Edmonton Alliance Briefing Package.

 

 

 

 

